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4 Russian named Stepenow (phonetic) (frm) has beeu seut to Hungary froam
the USSR to check over the bauxite-producing potential of the mines under
Maszobal control.

The estimate, based on records and experience, was prepared by one of the
engineers at the Halimba mirne. When it was ready the engineer handed it
to the Humgarian manager for transmission to Stepanov, keeping a duplicate
in the records,

Two days later Stepanov sent privately for the engineer and asked for his
estimate., On being told that it had been taken by the manager he beceams
extremely angry and sald that puch figures were for Russian eyes alone,
since the Hungarisns no longer hed amy control over the bauxite industry.
A1 future statistics were to be passed straight to him, He then took
swey the duplicate copy. ’

At the seme time a commission of the State Control Board (A’llan‘l Euengrzg
K8zpont or AEK), commonly known as the "Economic AVH"wes checking the books
and general menegement of the Maszobal combine and several lesser emplcyees
heve been arrested for sabotage. The bookkeeper of the Halimba mine who
was ewey "ill" for several weeks turned up again in a battered condition,
both as to body and clothes, end said that he had been subjected to "indi-
vidual questioning" by the AEK, It is generally believed that this hes
some connection with the breakdown at Tnote.
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